





Parsh Notebook

CATHEDRAL NOTES During the Easter Season the SundagMMANUEL CHURCH,
Desmond Cox School presented its colorful mus@atiOs POKFULAM
Creatiormuring the 9.00 a.m. service onNigel Gibson
When | Survey ChristOs Cross anav@urs@aster Day. The cast of 80 children joined
the title of five studies in Lent, with smallthe Cathedral Junior Choir, the Sundayl am writing these lines just a few days aff
groups gathering at the Cathedral orSchool Orchestra and it was great to semay installation and licensing as the ng

Tuesdays and Fridays to discuss thilse children being incorporated into thepriest-in-charge of Emmanuel Church|.

challenging booklet which led us into liturgy. Archbishop Paul presided over th
Holy Week and Easter. The eleven weeks impressive service on Sunday 20th Jy

Genesis Course for those who are enquirin@n the Day of Pentecost, there the Sundagnd Dean Andrew preached the sermon.

about the Christian faith or would like to School staged a procession of twelvEhe occasion marked the end of a lon
be baptized and confirmed ended with ardecorated cakes to be shared with thperiod of interregnum and the beginnin
all-day retreat at Tao Fong Shan. Eastaongregation on this festive day. Later, inf a new chapter in EmmanuelOs 30-y
Eve saw twenty six adults presented fathe evening, a large congregation tappekistory.

Baptism and Confirmation and anotherand clapped with the music as we concluded

ten presented for Confirmation. On Easteithe Pentecost celebrations with a livelyAfter the service the entire congregatig
Day, twenty three children from the and upliftinglazz Vespers. The carnivatnjoyed a magnificent reception, whic
Sunday school were baptized and admitteatmosphere continued as the jazz musiciamembers of the congregation had 9

to Communion after completing an led the congregation into the Li Hall for agenerously provided and arranged. Durifg

exciting six week study programme withfabulous Pentecost Supper. the festivities | was presented witi@icome

er
W

(0]

their parents. Cakeadoringly inscribed with the words
The Sunday School ended its year wittof Psalm 100 and a creatively decora
Several small dinners were held in th&im sum party at a nearby restaurant. 1%0elcome Bannezide by my new Sunda

d

Harold Smyth Room to explain the school members enjoyed great food an8chool kids. | was deeply touched by these

significance of the Holy Week and Eastefellowship and collectively submitted athoughtful gifts and the memory of the

services to those of the last two Genesrgquest for more dim sum parties. On thewill linger for a long time.

Courses. A very successful dinner fofollowing Sunday, the children were

servers and clergy followed by rehearsgtsesented with their books for attendanc®n the photo gallery page on Emmanuel
for the various liturgies of Easter and Holyand we bid a sad farewell to our belovedvebsite (www.emmanuel.org.hk) you wil
Week was held the Monday in Holy Dolores who has ministered to the childrerfind a collection of photos that capture th
Week. The Sunday school excelled in itsat St JohnOs since 1986. wonderful spirit and joyous atmosphere
dramatic readings of The Passion as did the whole day.

the adults on Palm Sunday and GoodVith the summer months ahead most

Friday. The Maundy Thursday Vigil Cathedral ministries are having dinnef consider it a real privilege to have begq
before the sacrament continued untilgatherings to wind up the years activitieshosen to serve at Emmanuel and to

Midnight with a constant flow of people and planning for the new year of 2010/called to be part of a community that is §
coming to pray. 2011 as we continue our faith journey agsommitted, prayerful and welcoming. |
the People of God. feels good to be here!

Hundreds of people took part in the HIV
Education CentreOs AIDS Festival focused
on Universal Access and Human Rights in
Chater Road Central, which had been
reserved for the occasion. Following on
from this, members of the HIV Centre
presented papers at the Christian
Conference of AsiaOs conference on
theological teaching and pastoral care for
people living with aids in Kuala Lumpur.
From there Fr Des went onto Lambeth
Palace in London, where he is a member
of the Archbishop of CanterburyQOs
consultation on HIV AIDS Relief
Development and Advocacy, for
discussions on charting a way to enable the
Anglican Communion to become more
effective in this work in part by
incorporating the model of St JohnOs HIV
Education Centre. Archbishop Paul, Dean Andrew and Fr Nigel with the Emmanuel congregation

Os
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I am deeply grateful to churchwardens
Colleen Nichol and Jeremy Gadbury for
all their hard work and extra responsibilities
they have carried out so efficiently during
the vacancy on Emmanuel’s behalf. I am
also grateful to the church committee
members for their kindness and hospitality
since I arrived.

Special thanks also to Fr David Pickering
for his role as locum priest-in-charge and
for making the handover run so smoothly.
Fr David’s ministry over the past 18-
months has been exemplary, and I hope
he realizes how grateful the Emmanuel
people are for all he achieved during his
time with them.

Before the usual summer exodus got fully
underway, I gathered the church
committee together for our first meeting.
We began by recognizing a number of our
strengths and weaknesses, opportunities
and threats. The main issues on the agenda
were the ongoing development of the
Sunday School, the introduction of a Book
of Remembrance, a revamped pew sheet, a
new website using latest webcast
technology, a Harvest Songs of Praise in
October, and the need for a fresh look at
Stewardship in the autumn. Throughout
the meeting there was a healthy exchange
of creative ideas that stimulated some
lively and often humorous debate, all of
which I welcomed and found affirming.

A few weeks earlier on Pentecost Sunday,
the Cantata Choir made their much-
anticipated annual return to Emmanuel.
As usual they led the hymn singing during
the Eucharist and sang numerous songs
and anthems that everyone greatly
appreciated, judging by the thunderous
applause at the end of the service! I think
everyone present was moved and spiritually
stirred-up by the depth, quality and passion
of the Choir’s musicianship.

You'll remember that it was on another
day of Pentecost that God stirred-up his
people in amazing and unpredictable ways
through the sending of his Holy Spirit.
Well, as I begin another chapter in my life
and give thanks to God for calling me
here, I pray that this same Holy Spirit will
lead everyone at Emmanuel forward with
confidence, grace and hope for what I
believe we can achieve in the years ahead.

FILIPINO CONGREGATION
Duwight dela Torre

The Filipino Congregation of St John’s
participated in the Philippine Independence
Day celebrations initiated by the Philippine
Consulate General and the Philippine
Association of HK on 13th June 2010. The
main activity participated in by members of
the Filipino Congregation was the street
dancing from Southorn Playground in
Woanchai to Victoria Park in Causeway
Bay.

Clad in the costumes of the different tribes
of the Philippines participants of the street
dancing braved the rains. Thankfully the
rains stopped when the parade arrived at
Victoria Park where the different groups
continued to perform dances reflecting the
rich cultural diversity and historical heritage
of the Philippines.

The Mindanao Alliance, representing the
various ethnic groups of Mindanao was
declared the overall winner.

Among other things, the congregation of
St John’s as well as passers-by and tourists
had a taste on 20th June, of the beauty,
color and rhythm of the June 13
presentations, when the Filipino
congregation held its own local Philippine
Independence Day celebrations on the
North Lawn after the Filipino Eucharist.

In 1521 the Philippines was colonized by
Spain, one of the results of its search for the
Spice Islands. But over the next three
hundred years, the Filipinos staged more
than 200 scattered and occasional revolts
and uprisings against the Spaniards. Finally
in 1896, a national movement for liberation
was launched. On 12th June 1898, the
Filipinos, after a successful two-year

revolution against Spain, declared, *“. . .they
are and have the right to be free and
independent; that they have ceased to have
any allegiance to the crown of Spain, that
all political ties between them are and
should be completely annulled and
severed...”

MANDARIN
CONGREGATION
Hessler Lee

Our congratulations to the choir of the
Mandarin congregation. After months of
hard practices under the direction of the
Cathedral Music Officer, Alan Tsang, the
choir became a fully-fledged choir. They
are donned in choir gown and singing at
the choir stall during the Mandarin service
on Sundays. We gave our big thanks to
them for their efforts and time to enhance
the liturgy of the Mandarin service.

The Mandarin congregation invited Dr.
Alman Siu-cheuk Chan, Principal of the
Christian Zheng Sheng College, to give a
talk on 13th June. Members of the
Mandarin congregation packed Harold
Smyth Room to listen to Dr Chan about
drug abuse among the youth in Hong
Kong. The audience was intrigued by Dr.
Chan’s vivid presentation drawn from his
personal experience in helping many youths
to overcome the problem.

The after service tea gathering at Harold
Smyth Room continued to be well
attended. Many congregation members
took the occasion to update themselves
about other congregation members and to
know more about newcomers. It has
become a part of the service helped to
build the congregation’s sense of
belonging.
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ST STEPHEN’S STANLEY
. Will Newman
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Vivit in Aeternum Spiritus. Requiescat in Pace

Sixty nine years after Ronald Maxuwell died in action, his grave ‘looks good’ and we have ‘shown due respect to

this fallen soldier’.

The Welcome
St John’s Cathedral. At the grave side.
Monday 26th April 2010 at 11.00 a.m.

Good Morning. On behalf of the Dean
and the community at St John’s, I extend
a warm welcome to each one of you as we
have come together this morning to re-
dedicate this renovated grave, to bless this
new official headstone and to pay our
respects and to remember again the supreme
sacrifice of Ronald Maxwell on 23rd
December 1941 ... just two days before
the British surrender of Hong Kong on
Christmas Day.

We particularly welcome Mrs Nancy
Wong — Ronald’s sister, who Providence,
acting independently of His own volition,
has seen fit to move from her home at
Steyning in West Sussex to the Helena
May, just across the road, so that she would
be able to be with us today and represent
the Maxwell family; also, the British
Consul-General, Andrew Seaton,
representing the grateful nation in whose
uniform young Ronald fought and died;
and Richard Kellaway, the Director-
General of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission (CWGC), which has made
this happen by undertaking all the work.

When Ronald left his home in Tsim Sha
Tsui to join his unit — the Hongkong
Defence Force No 3 Machine-gun
Company, he told the family — a talented
amalgam of Sino-British qualities — that
he didn’t expect to return.

He was cut down by a sniper. Wrapped in
tennis court netting he was brought to this
spot near to St John’s Cathedral by his
comrades. They reshaped the beginnings of
a foxhole into a shallow trench and interred
the body. Fr O’Brien SJ and Mr Wood
stood beside the grave and Fr O’Brien said

1
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Mrs Nancy Wong, Ronald’s sister with Richard Kellaway, CWGC’s Director-General (left) and
Derek Cheung, Manager, Hong Kong (right)

the prayers. Then they filled the grave.

Ronald Maxwell was a devout Roman

Catholic, the ‘holy one’ of seven siblings.
He was schooled at St Joseph’s and La Salle
Colleges; he attended mass regularly and it
is only fitting that a Jesuit priest, our very
good friend of many years, Fr Harold
Naylor SJ, should be with us today to ‘sign’
the new headstone.

Twenty-eight years ago in 1982, a
predecessor of Dean Andrew, Dean
Stephen Sidebotham, told the SCMP, and
I quote, “...that the Cathedral’s Council is
now seriously thinking of renovating the
grave because we want it to look good and
show due respect to this fallen soldier”.

‘With more than a little bit of help from our
friends...Richard Kellaway’s remarkable
teams in Maidenhead and Hong Kong. ..we
have finally delivered.

The Reverend John Chynchen
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From the Archive

Stuart Wolfendale

n 1941, for the Hong Kong British,
Ithe prospect of the Japanese taking on
the British Empire was emotionally
preposterous. Yet wives and children had
been evacuated in the stark face of Japanese
forces massed across the Shum Chun River.

For expatriate men folk, the prospects
were obviously confusing. Barely months
before the invasion, they were petitioning
the Home government to bring families
back to Hong Kong from Australia. London
was less sanguine. A request that would
have turned into a lamentable
misjudgement was declined.

The Cathedral was certainly feeling
the loss of womanpower. The Michaelmas
Fair which had truly got under way in
1938 could not be held in 1941. There was
a Prayer and Gifts day instead. Volunteers
manned the Cathedral to receive gifts from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Just 40 people showed up
and 29 sent in items. By the lights of those
days, an impressive $4,500 was raised by
just a few.

Sunday School was all but lost as were
boys from the choir and practically
everything requiring volunteer women.
One small band that kept going was the
Holy Communion Fellowship. This was
the result of a long and patient struggle by
clergy from the Twenties to raise the
importance and frequency of communion
among the Cathedral congregation. It was
still a small band and its modest objective
at the time was for fellowship members to
make their communion at least on the
third Sunday of each month.

Firm in the belief that fellowship follows
on food, they held a popular breakfast after
the early service. The breakfast helpers left
just before the invasion were Misses Basto,
Bicheno and Souza and E G Stewart and
Peter Wilson. Miss Bicheno, the choir

mistress, was interned and helped provide
the music for united church worship in
Stanley camp. Colonel Stewart, was
wounded in the First War and was about to
be wounded again in this. He survived and
was interned. Peter Wilson fought with the
Volunteers. He was killed in battle.

Like many, they did not foresee the
swiftness of what was to come. The
Fellowship was concerned that the
Volunteers had no provision for Holy
Communion during training camps. These
only lasted a week, they noted, but what
would happen if they were mobilized? In
the event, mobilization endured for just
two Sundays.

It was the centenary of the colony’s
foundation but needless to say not a festive
one. Dean Leonard Wilson’s view was that
a colony that counted only its wealth was
a vulgar one. He made the point that Hong
Kong 1941 had ‘extravagant displays of
wealth, cabarets, cinemas, racing, gambling
and luxurious cars’ at the same time as
‘degrading poverty, slums and street
sleeping.” It had few schools, no civic
centre, art gallery, museum or library.

In those last months of freedom, the
church was most vigorous outside its walls.
In February there was a joint effort to set
up a Church relief centre manned by locals
who knew who to help with a dollar here
and forty cents there.

The HKSPC was formed dealing with
14,000 cases of which only 1,800 were to
do with actual cruelty, the rest concerned
poverty and disease. In a battle against
sublet slums, a Christian group actually
took over three flats in Waiching Street,
Wanchai and set them up properly for
poor families. ‘A candle in the dark’ is how
that was described. A boys’ club was started
for shoeshine boys and street urchins. The

Hong Kong Refugee and Social Welfare
council set up in 1938 with strong backing
from Bishop R O Hall was coordinating
these efforts. They almost all breathed
again after the War.

The Dean was soon to leave for the
bishopric in Singapore and imprisonment
and torture. P Cassidy, Trustee and
Secretary of the Council bade farewell to
him with fond frankness about the polar
distances in their temperaments and how
Wilson had to put up with Cassidy’s years
of Hong Kong thinking and his attitude of
‘for heavens sake leave it alone!’

The Bishop ordained Lei Tim Oi a
deaconess on Ascension Day 1941 in the
Cathedral. Bishop Mok preached and nine
other clergy and a deaconess were present.
Lei went on to serve in Macau and it was
for that congregation that RO Hall was to
take the momentous step of ordaining her
as a priest

In September, he ordained John
Cheung as a deacon, preached his last
sermon in the Cathedral for what was to be
a long time and left for a trip to the US.
The new Dean, Alaric Rose, came out of
17 days in hospital and finished his sick
leave with a short holiday in Shatin,
probably in the Bishop’s farm house home
up there.

With stolid normality, the November
1941 edition of the St John’s Review prints
the month’s servers’ including John Pau,
George Ladd, Arthur White, George
Budden, John Huang, James R eedie, David
Parsons, Norman Smith and Luke Lim.
You stare at the names and wonder about
them a month hence.

Its last article is a book review of The
Nature and Destiny of Man by Reinhold
Niebuhr. Then there is silence.

V

St John’s Counselling Service
In Hong Kong for over 25 years

» Working with individuals, couples, families, teens and children.

* Professionally qualified counsellors can help deal with issues

such as depression, anxiety, stress, anger, trauma and loss, sexual concerns,
relationship and communication problems.

 Affordable fees, sliding scale, flexible hours.

* Private and confidential, multi-lingual.
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Father ‘Cool’ breezes in from Milano

From Australia Nigel Gibson moved on to serve the Church in England and Italy. He has joined us in Hong Kong,
conveniently relocated betwixt Stamford (Lincs) and Adelaide (SA).

nergetic, but not frantic is one of the ways
Father Nigel describes himself. Nigel
joined the Cathedral as a chaplain in May
and was installed as priest-in-charge of
Emmanuel, Pokfulam on 20th June 2010.

He comes to the South China Sea from an
interesting European location; All Saints’
Church, Milan with St John the Baptist,
Varese; the Holy Ghost, Genoa; and the
Ascension, Cadenabbia, Lake Como — to
all of which he was chaplain — as well as
to the UK contingent at NATO Rapid
Deployable Corps, north of Milan. This
made him responsible for the sacramental,
spiritual and pastoral care of diverse
Anglican communities in Lombardia and
Liguria. His conversational Italian is pretty
sharp, too.

One of Nigel’s many skills we are hoping
to get the benefit of is his 15 years as a
professional broadcast journalist and media

consultant. He was a radio news reporter
and editor in his native Australia before he
was ordained as a deacon in 1987.

He moved to England in 1990 and spent
much of his ministry there in the Lincoln
and St Alban’s dioceses, improving the
fortunes of parishes which had been
troubled by membership, finance and
building problems. For two years he
operated a ‘high street ministry” where he
helped out four other incumbents in their
parishes whilst running a small company in
Stamford which imported Italian design
and fashion and offered Christian hospitality
in the high street.

At All Saints Church in Milan, Italy, Nigel
implemented a new planned-giving
campaign which upped giving by 55%. He
formed a laity-led ‘“Tuesday Night Together
Group’ which became an effective entry
point for anyone exploring faith and the

church and he made All Saints a popular
venue for chamber groups, visiting choirs
and solo recitals.

Musically gifted, Nigel has a a life-long
passion for classical music and opera. He 1s
a keen cyclist and an enthusiastic supporter
of Liverpool and Parma football clubs.

hris Everett, the new manager of

the Cathedral bookstore comes to
the role with 15 years of editorial experience
coupled with 12 years of hi-tech marketing.
He was editor-in-chief of Asian Electronics
Engineer and Asian Electronics Engineer —
China before becoming the publisher and
editor-in-chief of EDN Asia and the
publisher of Electronic Business Asia. Chris
last position was managing director of The
Lightpoint Group, a nine-year-old Pan-
Asian marketing communications agency
headquartered in Hong Kong.

Prior to moving to Asia, Chris was in the
Silicon Valley, where he marketed products
ranging from $0.15 components to
$2,000,000 IC-testers.

“At first blush, it seems to be a big jump
from the electronics industry to retail
book selling, but it’s not really, he says: “I

understand the magazine and book-
publishing industries from the other side,
having published magazines and two
books.”

“The bookstore’s mission is three-fold:
Welcome, Education, and Nurture. For
many visitors to the Cathedral for the first
time, we in the bookstore are the first to
greet and welcome them. Some visitors
are only looking for directions to the Peak
Tram, but others are looking for directions
for everlasting life. And we are there to
help point them in the right direction. It’s
great when your ministry is built in as part
of your job description.”

“My hobby — my love — is Bible study.
Now, I feel like a kid in a candy store. I'm
surrounded by hundreds of titles that will
let me follow my study interests for years
to come.”

Chris’ wife Patricia teaches at Yew Chung

International School and they have been
married for 42 years. They have three
children Katy, Sara and Jonothan. On
Sunday mornings, you will find him at
Christ Church where he is the leader of
the Sunday morning teen group. “Neat
kids ...

describes it.

tough questions” is how he
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Cathedral Restoration Programme: An update

John Endicott

urrently the work by the
Government’s Antiquities and
Monuments Office on replacing rotted
bricks inside the tower is all but finished.
The AMO is preparing to repair the
underground drains. They are also
preparing a plan to complete painting the
exterior which began with the painting of
the tower. The Restoration Committee is
working with AMO on developing a
mechanism for opening and closing the
clerestory windows. These are the rounded
triangular windows just underneath the
eaves and are intended to assist the
ventilation by allowing hot air to escape
during the hot summer months. A trial
mechanism for one window was made in
Australia and has already been shipped to
Hong Kong.
The Restoration committee is
considering how to set about restoring the
reredos to the Lady Chapel. This striking

feature of the East end of the church was
donated by Mrs. Anne Bowdler in memory
of her husband Edward who was a
considerable benefactor to St John’s. When
Mrs Bowdler herself died a few years later,
she left the Cathedral two thousand pounds.

The marble paneling was designed and
constructed by Morris and Company,
founded by the great Pre-Raphaelite artist
and designer William Morris. It is
constructed of Derbyshire alabaster and
Italian marble. The white marble figures of
St Mary and St John were carved by the
English sculptor Henry Pegram

It is a striking piece of work and rather
special in a church in this part of the world.
The marble is sound but the small inset
panels of red “pietra rossa” are in a poor
state and the whole has bulged away from
the east wall. One small panel was removed
and revealed a problem with penetrating
damp.

Clerestory windows — trial mechanism

At the time it was built, this was the
reredos to the High Altar and Mrs Bowdler
resisted all attempts by some members of
the Church Body at the time to tinker with
the design to make it look less interesting.
In her memory as well as her husband’s, we
should do our best to keep it as intact as
possible.

Interfaith Day of Peace

by John Leighton

O n Saturday 17th April, in the

afternoon, friends from different
religious and spiritual traditions and groups
came to St Johns Cathedral’s Li Hall in the
name of peace. This was in the belief that
people of different faiths can celebrate
peace. It was a wonderful, colourful varied
and peaceful occasion.

The Li Hall had been prepared for the
meeting with a labyrinth on floor at the
west end of the hall, a small stage at the east
end, and art from on the theme of peace
formed a backdrop to the stage and
decorated the hall walls.

Over the course of four hours talking,
singing, dancing, prayer, and meditation
of many forms took place, each person
leading the various sessions took to the
stage for approximately 15 minutes, with a
break in the middle for tea. This was
interspersed with periodic one minute
silences for peace each half-hour or so,
signalled by the ringing of a bell. There
were also two discussion group sessions to
allow people to meet others from different
religious traditions and share their views
on the afternoons events in the context of
peace. The session opened and closed with
litanies for peace in which all were invited

to participate. In addition, a
‘peace wall’ invited children
to write up their own
thoughts about peace and the
afternoons proceedings.

Contributers included
people from wvarious
Christian traditions,
Hinduism (with additional Hare Krishna,
Raja Yoga and Bhajan groups), Judaism,
Islam, Tibetal Buddhism, Taoism, and a
lady who was introduced as a humanist and
animist. Whilst other religious groups were
represented but did not present, there
were many groups who could not be
present, and it was remarked that the Sikhs
from the Happy Valley temple were
particularly missed as in previous years
they had brought exceptionally good
vegetarian food along with them! Even so,
some wonderfully tasty vegetarian samosas
appeared at tea-time.

Events were many and varied. John
LeMond from the Lutheran Theological
Seminary at Tao Fong Shan gave a talk on
how simple chanting and humming can
bring people together. A splendidly
colourful musical dance by two Hindu
ladies in costumes representing Krishna

Walking the labyrinth

and Shiva earned a big round of applause.
Several people carried handbells that slowly
tolled as people progressed on their
labythith walking. The Hare Krishna
chanting involved a number of holy and
inclusive works that were much apprecited
by those present.

The event was organised by members
of the Hong Kong Network on Religion
and Peace, and led by Peter Lloyd from
‘Holistic Asia’ who reflected that he had
been baptised at the Cathedral.

After the closing litany outside in the
Cathedral garden, the representative from
the Kowloon mosque (the Iman was ill
that day) and the Rabbi were seen to
exchange cards and engage in a cordial
discussion about further dialogue between
them — so there was at least one contact
made that day for following up in the name
of peace.
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- News in Pictures

- Jazz Vespers on the Day of Pentecost — The Dixie Katz Band, musically augmented by Fr Hugh Phillipson and
- further enlivened by the dynamic preacher man, Fr Des Cox

The Trustees host a dinner for Mrs June Li, During May, Will Newman led a group to the

Patron of the Michaelmas Fair, in its 54th year Oberammagau Passion Play in Germany
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