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Genesis
The life and ministry of Jesus.
Some questions to ponder and discuss:

What do you imagine Jesus was like?

What is it about Jesus that makes him an attractive person?

Do Christians follow Jesus’ mission today?
How would Jesus live today?  What would he say and do today?
Quotes
“What is surprising is not so much [Jesus’] orientation, but the manner in which he lives it out.  It is steeped in ordinariness.  He does not leave the crowd to go off and live a more ascetic life, nor does he persuade his followers to do so. … He takes his stance outside the religious institution of his day, a layman without connections or authorisations.”  Thomas N. Hart

 “Christ comforts the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable.”  Paul Oestricher
“The church is not only a training ground for Saints and apostles, it is also a haven for sinners, the disturbed and the inadequate.”  Vima Dasan
“The eternal destiny of human beings will be measured by how much or how little solidarity we have displayed with the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, and the oppressed.  In the end we will be judged in terms of love.”  Leonardo Boff
“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion.  If you want to be happy, practice compassion” The Dalai Lama
 “It was at that time that a man appeared - if ‘man’ is the right word – who had all attributes of a man but seemed to something greater.  His actions certainly were superhuman for he worked such wonderful and amazing miracles that I for one cannot regard him as a man; yet in view of his likeness to ourselves I cannot regard him as an angel either.”  Josephus (1st century Jewish historian)
Short Texts
 “In his teaching [Jesus] stresses certain things.  He attaches great importance to simplicity of life, not laying up treasures on earth, yet not being anxious about the means of life (Matthew 6.19-34).  His parable of the rich man and poor Lazarus instructs us to share what we have with those in need (Luke 16.19-31).  His parable of the good Samaritan makes it both goods and services (Luke 10.25-37).  He urges forgiveness and reconciliation, not judging, loving even our enemies (Luke 6.32-38).  He keeps people reminded of the shortness of life, the preciousness of the present day, the need to stay awake (Mark 13.32-37).  With regard to God, he teaches trust in all circumstances, hope in the constancy of his love for all his children.  He stress the importance of listening to the truth wherever it is spoken, and speaking the truth whether it is profitable or not.”

Thomas N Hart The Art of Christian Listening
“It is as if Jesus surveyed the religious scene of his day and said to himself: These are good people, but they are all confused.  They think God wants religious services, tithes and the strict observance of law.  In fact, he wants their hearts.  They think God wants religiosity, complete with sackcloth and a daily regimen.  He would much rather see them love one another and share what they have with one another, so that everybody has life.  They think God wants them to reject the world and isolate themselves from it, when in fact he wants them to enjoy it and give thanks for it, and to work to make it more human.  They think God wants them to live in fear, fear of going wrong and fear of him, when in fact he wants them to live in joy and freedom.  They think God wants them to walk about with their heads down because of all their failures, when in fact he wants them to trust like children in his forgiveness and the dependability of his love.  They think they have to earn their way with God and win a reward if they can, when I fact he wants them to accept his acceptance of them as a gift quite undeserved.”

Thomas N Hart The Art of Christian Listening
A Poem
Mary of Magdala by Clive Sansom
Bruised were my breasts with the weight of men,

uncounted men,

unknown before and in an hour

unknown again.

Bruised my brain by each loveless love,

each casual thrust;

my spirit lying corrupted, foul, 

in its tomb of lust.

He found me, raised me like Lazarus

from that living grace,

showed me I still had self to honour,

a soul to save.

I wiped my lips and bound my hair,

and to men’s surprise

no longer walked through the Street of Doves

with sidelong eyes.

I was a woman once more – delivered

from a second birth,

possessed by none but God and he

in the whole earth.

Oh, oil and tears were little to pay –

nor a heart riven – 

for the wealth of his love, his giving love,

and the grace of heaven.

Media

Books

· The Gospel of Luke

· “The Meaning of Jesus” by Marcus J. Borg and N.T. Wright

·  “This is our Faith – a popular presentation of Church teaching”
· “Perfect Freedom” by Brian Mountford
Films and DVD
· “Son of God” (BBC DVD)
· “Jesus of Nazareth” (film adaptation of Jesus’ life)
· The Gospel according to St. Matthew (film adaptation of Jesus’ life)
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