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Genesis
Worship: What goes on in a Church 

on a Sunday?

Some questions to ponder and discuss:

Is worship necessary to know God?
Does worship help us explore ‘ultimate questions’?
Should worship be fun?

How does worship on your own differ from worshiping with other Christians?

How should we praise God?
Quotes:

O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!  Psalm 95:6

Day and night they never cease to sing, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”   Revelation 4:8

We adore in order to love, to absorb into our own beings the being of God.

Kenneth Leech, True Prayer.

We Worship God best; when we Resemble Him most.

Benjamin Whichcore, Moral and Religious Aphorisms.

God in us worships God.   Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

Short Texts: 

One of the reasons why communal worship or private prayer seem to be so dead or so conventional is that the act of worship, which takes place in the heart communing with God, is too often missing.  Every expression, either verbal or in action, may help, but they are only expressions of what is essential, namely, a deep silence of communion…if we want to worship God, we must first of all learn to feel happy, being silent together with him.

Anthony Bloom, Living Prayer.

The word “worship” comes from an old English word meaning worthship - giving to God his true worth as Creator, Redeemer, and indwelling Spirit.  Worship is man’s response to these divine activities.  As we realize the greatness, the goodness and the “allness” of God, we forget ourselves and our hearts break forth in praise.  Yet worship is not just an expression in words or music of feeling, but the outgoing of our hearts and the acceptance of God as the governing reality of our lives.  He becomes our chiefest good and our lives are henceforth offered to him in loving obedience.

George Appleton, Journey for a Soul.

Nothing is more needed by humanity today, and by the church in particular, than the recovery of a sense of “beyondness” in the whole of life to revive the springs of wonder and adoration.

John V. Taylor, The Go-Between God.
To give praise to God is the natural expression of all creation.  “All Thy works praise Thee, O Lord.” “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handy work.” “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour, and power; for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created.”  To give praise and glory to the Creator is the reasonable aim and end of all created intelligence.  “O, praise the Lord, ye angels of His; … ye servants of His that do His pleasure.” “Let all the angels of God worship Him.”  As Christian men and women, at all times and in all places our bounden duty and service is to offer to Him the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for our Creation, Redemption, Salvation, and for the hope of glory…

I will praise Him for my family, my father and my mother, my brothers and sisters, my home, for my husband, for my wife, for the kindness of servants, and the love of children.

Edward King, Sermons and Addresses, Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd., 1911, p.31 & p. 38.

Poetry:

O praise God in his holiness: praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him in his noble acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet: praise him upon the lute and harp.

Praise him in the cymbals and dances: praise him upon the strings and pipe.

Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals: praise him upon the loud cymbals.

Let every thing that hath breath: praise the Lord.

Psalm 150, Book of Common Prayer.

Seven whole days, not one in seven,

I will praise thee.

George Herbert, The Poems of George Herbert.

In the deserts of the heart,

Let the healing fountain start,

In the prison of his days

Teach the free man how to praise.

W.H. Auden, Collected Shorter Poems.

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King.

The heav’ns are not too high,

His praise may thither flie:

The earth is not too low,

His praise there may grow.

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,

My God and King.

George Herbert, The Poems of George Herbert.

Media

Books

· Hear our Prayer – An anthology of Classic Prayers – Lion

· Sacred Threshold: Rituals and Readings for a Wedding with Spirit – Nelson and Witt

· Living the Eucharist – Stephen Conway

· Churches and how to survive them – Richard Holloway and Brice Avery

· Companion to Common Worship - Paul Bradshaw

· Common Worship – Church of England
· Book of Common Prayer – Church of England
Movies

Choclat
Babette’s Feast
Field of Dreams

Web
http://www.stjohnscathedral.org.hk/genesisweb/

An Order for Night Prayer  (Compline)                 

            The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end. 

All    
Amen.           


Our help is in the name of the Lord 

All   
who made heaven and earth.           

A period of silence for reflection on the past day may follow.

          
O God, make speed to save us. 

All   
O Lord, make haste to help us.       

All    
Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever.  Amen.


   Psalm 134          

1   
Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 

 
you that by night stand in the house of the Lord.       

2 
Lift up your hands towards the sanctuary 


and bless the Lord.       

3 
The Lord who made heaven and earth


give you blessing out of Zion.


Glory to the Father…

Scripture Reading 

You, O Lord, are in the midst of us and we are called by your name; leave us not, O Lord our God.        Jeremiah 14.9 

The Collect 

Visit this place, O Lord, we pray, and drive far from it the snares of the enemy; may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, and may your blessing be always upon us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.          


In peace we will lie down and sleep; 

All   
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety.  


Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 

All   
for the night is at hand and the day is now past.           



As the night watch looks for the morning, 

All 
so do we look for you, O Christ.      


The Lord bless us and watch over us;     


the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us;     


the Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

All   
Amen.
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