[image: image1.png]


Genesis
The Bible and how we should read it
Some questions to ponder and discuss:

If the Bible contains errors can it still be a quide to our lives?

What should we do with the difficult bits of the Bible?

What can we learn from the fact that different churches have slightly different Bibles?

Can we learn from the stories of violence and conquest in the Bible?

Do we meet Jesus in the pages of the Gospels?

Quotes:

Your word is lamp to my feet a light to my path Psalm 119.105

The Bible is not a book that answers all questions.  It is a book that keeps inspiring new questions, new insights, new conversion and change of heart in us.  (L. William Countryman)
The classic Anglican approach to scripture is to read it not so much for detailed rules as in the context of prayer, expecting to encounter God in its pages. (L. William Countryman)
Instead of just reading the Bible to confirm your own version of Christianity, try studying it alongside someone from a different denomination, a different culture. Expect to see things you’ve never seen before. (David Gill)
How anyone having read the prophets could say, 'Do not mix religion with politics' is quite baffling. Which bible had they read? In situations of injustice nothing could be so revolutionary and so subversive of the status quo than the Bible and its prophets. (Desmond Tutu –former Archbishop of Cape Town)
You may learn the whole Bible by heart and speak to any point in divinity according to text and letter, and yet know nothing of God or of spiritual life. (Rufus Jones – 16th Century Reformer)
I have sometimes seen more in a line of the Bible then I could well tell how to stand under, and yet at another time the whole Bible hath been to me as dry as a stick. (John Bunyan)
If we come closer to the inner heart of Bible reading we are not just stuffing our minds with information; we are letting God feed us through his word, and this means letting the scriptures speak to imagination, conscience, feeling, and will, as well as to the mind. 

As we read, and read slowly, we pause and let the truth of God come home to us. Our imagination is moved to wonder, our conscience is more to penitence, our feelings are moved to love, our will is stirred to resolve, and our mind to whatever understanding we can muster. (Micheal Ramsey –former Archbishop of Cantebury)

Media
Books

· This is our Faith
· Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism : A Bishop Rethinks the Meaning of Scripture – John Shelby Spong
· How to Read the Old Testament - Etienne Charpentier
· How to Read the New Testament - Etienne Charpentier
· Guidelines – Bible Reading Fellowship (monthly Bible reading notes)

Movies

· Prince of Egypt

· The Mission

Old Testament

Genesis story of creation:  Genesis 1 -2.3

The inescapability of God: Psalm139

A time for everything: Ecclesiastes 3

Elijah tries to flee from God: 1 Kings 19.1-13 

Jesus

The story of Jesus’ incarnation: John 1.1-14 

The sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5-7

The crucifixion: Mark 14-15

The Road to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-32

Other New Testament

Paul talking about faith: Romans 8:18-39

Paul talking about love: 1 Corinthians 13

John talking about fear and love: 1 John 4

Sections of the Bible

The Old Testament



The New Testament
	Genesis

	Pentateuch


	Exodus

	
	Leviticus

	
	Numbers

	
	Deuteronomy

	
	Joshua

	Historical Books


	Judges

	
	Ruth

	
	1 Samuel

	
	2 Samuel

	
	1 Kings

	
	2 Kings

	
	1 Chronicles

	
	2 Chronicles

	
	Ezra

	
	Nehemiah

	
	Esther

	
	Job

	Wisdom Books


	Psalms

	
	Proverbs

	
	Ecclesiastes

	
	Song of Solomon (also Song of Songs)

	
	Isaiah

	Major Prophets


	Jeremiah

	
	Lamentations

	
	Ezekiel

	
	Daniel

	
	Hosea

	Minor Prophets


	Joel

	
	Amos

	
	Obadiah

	
	Jonah

	
	Micah

	
	Nahum

	
	Habakkuk

	
	Zephaniah

	
	Haggai

	
	Zechariah

	
	Malachi

	

	
	Matthew

Gospels

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

History

Romans

Paul’s Letters

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

Other Letters

James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3John

Jude

Revelation (also Apocalypse)

Prophetic

The Apocrypha 

1 Esdras , 2 Esdras

Tobit,  

Judith

Esther (Apocrypha)

Wisdom of Solomon 

Ecclesiasticus (also Sirach)

Baruch, 

Song of the Three 

Susanna

Bel and the Dragon

Prayer of the Manasseh

1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees




A Prayer for Reading the Bible

Almighty God,

you have taught us that your word is a lamp for our feet and light for our path. Help us, and all who prayerfully read your word, to deepen our fellowship with each other through your love. And in so doing may we come to know you more fully, love you more truly, and follow more faithfully in the steps of your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for evermore. Amen

Luke’s Lord’s Prayer

Luke 11:1-10  
He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial." 5 And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 9 "So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 

Genesis website

www.stjohnscathedral.org.hk/genesisweb
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