[image: image1.png]


Genesis
Suffering: How come a loving God gives
children cancer?

Some questions to ponder and discuss:

When does suffering make you stronger?

If there is no answer to the problem of pain, does that make it harder to love God?

Does being open to love make us open to pain?

Is it best to forget pains or should we try to remember and make sense of them?

Do we need the idea of Hell to make sense of injustice in our world?

Quotes:

When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. (Isaiah 43:2)
Love is often thought to be an immunization against suffering or a protection from it: rather it increases your vulnerability to it.  (Graham James)

It is the propensity of religion to avoid, precisely, suffering: to have light without darkness, vision without trust and risk, hope without ongoing dialog with despair – in short, Easter without Good Friday.  (Douglas John Hall)
“In the centre of Christianity is the cross. It is the centre of all Christian religious paths and roads. Suffering conquered and transcended is a highway which leads to God."  (Rabbi Lionel Blue)
For me religion is the wound and never the bandage.  (Dennis Potter)
Understood in its deepest sense, being Christ’s follower means suffering that is unendurable to the great majority of mankind. (C.G. Jung)
Sooner or later suffering, misfortune, trouble come to every life.  Some of it comes from our own ignorance, some from our own mistakes, some is a consequence of our own sin.  But in almost every life there is a residue which seems inexplicable.  Our Christian faith does not completely explain the mystery of suffering.  It teaches us how to deal with suffering.  It assures us that God does not will suffering, but he is in it, to redeem it and to turn it into good and blessing.  Let us also remember that the perfect life was not exempt from suffering.  (George Appleton, Journey for a Soul)
In page after page of the New Testament we are told that in so far as we share in Christ’s sufferings we are made partakers here and now of His resurrection.  This is the great and glorious paradox of Christian experience: that it is by dying that we live, that it is by sharing with Jesus the horror of His agony that we live with Him reigning indestructibly in peace.  Once we are willing to see and feel the desert in which we live, the desert becomes fertile, bringing forth every tree whose fruit shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for healing.  Once we know that we are poor, the Kingdom of Heaven is ours.  So when our lot is cast with somebody who is finding his cross, his desert, his poverty overwhelming, we are on holy ground.  For it is precisely here that God is present to save, to save us as well as them.  So our identification with the other person brings to our lives and to theirs the power, the joy, the victory which is already ours and all mankind’s in Christ Jesus our Lord.
That, I believe, is the message which our age is waiting to hear – a realistic recognition of suffering and evil in the universe, not trying apologetically to pretend that things are better than they are, together with the first-hand affirmation of this suffering and evil as the place where the Son of Man is glorified and with Him we and all mankind.  

(Harry Williams, The True Wilderness.)
When trouble hits us we can react to it in a variety of ways. We can let it knock us out, so that we lose all hope and stamina. We can rebel and refuse to accept the rightness or merit of it. We can fill our lives with feverish activity so that we have no time to think ab out it. Or we can accept it --  without defeat, rebellion or evasion – trusting that God will make clear tomorrow what is so difficult to understand today. (George Appleton Journey for a Soul)
Media
Books
· The problem of pain – C.S. Lewis
· When bad things happen to Good people -  Harold S Kushner
· An Evil Cradling - Bryan Keenan (account of his 4.5 years imprisonment in the Lebanon) 
· Perfect Freedom (Brian Mountford)
Movies
· Sophie’s Choice
· Schindler’s List

· An English Patient
God is love: and he enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace;

with unfailing grasp he holdeth

every child or every race.

And when human hearts are breaking

under sorrow’s iron rod,

then they find that self-same aching

deep within the heart of God.

God is love: and though with blindness

sin afflicts the human soul,

God’s eternal loving kindness

guides and heals and makes us whole.

Sin and hell and death shall never

o’er us final triumph gain;

God is love, so love for ever

o’er the universe must reign.
(Timothy Rees)
Loves endeavour, loves expense
Love that gives, gives ever more,

gives with zeal, with eager hands,

spares not, keeps not, all outpours,

ventures all, its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,

bound in setting others free,

poor in making many rich,

weak in giving power to be.

Therefore he who shows us God

helpless hangs upon the tree;

and the nails and crown of thorns

tell of what God’s love must be.

Here is God: no monarch he,

throned in easy state to reign;

here is God, whose arms of love

aching, spent, the world sustain.
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