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Genesis
Other faiths. Will non-Christians go to Hell?
Some questions to ponder and discuss:

Do you know anyone who belongs to another religious tradition?
How have other faiths inspired you?
Is there room for someone of another faith in your view of heaven?
What is distinctive about Christianity for you?

Quotes
“Certainty is the sin of bigots, terrorists, and Pharisees. Compassion makes us think we may be wrong.” Anthony De Mello

“The important religious distinction is not between those who worship and those who don’t; but between those who love and those who don’t.”

Anthony de Mello

“God is at work in all religions, cultures and histories.  We cannot restrict God’s action in the world.”  Christian Council of Asia

“The Christian story makes most sense of my experience, but there are other stories.” Martin Palmer

“God is like a mirror.  The mirror never changes, but everybody who looks at it sees something different.”  Rabbi Harold Kushner

“The idea of expressing love for God is the function of the self.  It is who we are.”  Shaunaka Rsi Das (Hindu)

“The universe of faiths centres upon God, and not upon Christianity or any other religion.  [God] is the sun, the originative source of light and life, whom all the religions reflect in their own different ways.”  John Hick.

Short Texts

When alternative ways of salvation have provided meaning and  purpose for millions o person in other cultures for more than two or three thousand years, to claim that the Judaeo-Christian-Western tradition has the only answer to all problems in all places and or all persons in the world is presumptuous, if not incredible.  This is not to deny the validity of the Christian experience of salvation in Jesus Christ, but it is to questions the exclusive claims made for it by Christians, claims that are unsupported by any evidence in history, or in the institutional life of the church, or in the lives of many Christians who make such claims.  If salvation comes from God – and for Christians it cannot be otherwise – then possibilities should be left open to recognise the validity of other experiences of salvation.

Stanley Samartha “One Christ, Many religions.”

I was already seeking for God as a Muslim.  Muslims have the same hopes and fears.  I know that it is the same God who has created us all, Christians and Muslims.  Both as a Muslim and a Christian, I worshipped that same God.  But I have come into a new and personal relationship with God through Christ.  Before I was in awe of God, and felt every small evil I did would be weighed against my good works.  Now I feel the love of God.  










Anonymous 

I should not care if it was proved by someone that the man Jesus never lived, and that what was narrated in the Gospels was a figment of the writer’s imagination.  For the Sermon on the Mount would still be true for me.  









Mahatma Ghandi

The human person – every person without exception – has been redeemed by Christ; because Christ is in a way united to the human person – every person without exception – even if the individual may not realise this fact. 







Pope John Paul II

Our first task in approaching another people, another culture, another religion is to take off our shoes for the place we are approaching is holy.  Else we may find ourselves treading on another’s dream.  More serious still we may forget that God was there before our arrival.

The Way of Empathy (or The Golden Rule)

Hinduism

This is the sum of all righteousness: Do nothing to your neighbour which you 
would not have him do to you after.

Zoroastrianism

That nature only is good when it shall not do to another whatever is not good for 
its own self.

Jainism

A man of religion should treat all beings as he himself would be treated.

Buddhism

Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful

Confucianism

Surely it is a maxim of loving kindness: do not to others that which you would 
not have them do to you.

Taoism

Regard your neighbour’s gain as your own gain, and your neighbour’s loss as you 
own loss.

Judaism

What is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow men.  That is the entire Law, 
the rest is commentary.

Christianity

Whatever you wish that others would do to you, do so to them; for this is the 
law of the prophets.

Islam

No one of you is a believer until he desires for his brother that which he desires 
for himself.

Sikhism

As you deem yourself, so deem others.  Then you shall become a partner in 
heaven.

Baha’i

Wish not for others what you wish not for yourselves; fear God and be not of the prideful.

Media

Books

· The Scriptures of other religious traditions.
· “Perfect Freedom” by Brian Mountford
· “Just Spirituality in a World of Faiths” by Barbara and Tom Butler

· “The Good Heart” by the Dalai Lama

· “The Dignity of Difference” by Rabbi Jonathan Sachs

· “The Life of Pi” a novel by Yann Martel
· “My name is Asher Lev” a novel by Chaim Potok

· “The Cambridge Illustrated History of Religions” by John Bowker 

Films and DVD

· “Seven Years in Tibet” (starring Brad Pitt)
· “Keeping the Faith” (starring Ed Norton and Ben Stiller) 

· The Life of Buddha (BBC VCD)

Websites

BBC religions 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
Interreligious Insight 
http://www.interreligiousinsight.org/
International Interfaith Centre 
http://www.interfaith-center.org/
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