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Genesis Session 2

Jesus life and ministry
This evening we’re going to focus on Jesus: 
· who was he?  
· where did he live?  
· what did he do?  
· what did he teach?  
· why was he killed?
Spend a moment imagining what Jesus was like.

As a child I thought Jesus was Swedish!  Meek and mild…

Light of the World  image

Jesus is of course central to Christianity.  
Christians believe that Jesus helps us answer life’s big questions – 
· the kind of questions John spoke about last week.

We’re going to focus on a historical figure.  
Next week we’ll turn to what Christians believe about Jesus – 
· what Jesus teaches us about God.  
But for this evening I hope you’ll get a flavour of the kind of world Jesus lived in and what he was about.  
It’s a world very different to our own – 
· at least physically and materially – 
but also a world with some important similarities.
I could just tell you to read part of the Bible.  
There are 4 gospels that tell the story of Jesus’ life.  
It’s important to read them, 
· but this evening we’re going to watch TV!  
As well as the Bible there are many other resources to teach us about Jesus.  
We’re lucky that people make excellent TV programmes, 
· including the BBC programme “Son of God”.

We’re going to watch two sections both about 10 minutes long.  
There’s quite a lot of detail.  
You don’t have to remember everything.  
I hope it will give you a flavour of who Jesus was and what he was about.

The video begins with the idea that Jesus wanted to start a peaceful revolution.
Son of God. Part 2 “The Mission” “Real Story” page to 13.00

There’s quite a lot of detail, isn’t there?

Remember you can always watch it again later!  
The point is that Jesus is a historical figure 
· and there’s plenty of evidence about his life.  
Evidence that often fits with what the Bible says about Jesus. 
Evidence that helps us make sense of what the Bible says about Jesus.
I hope you’re getting the impression that Jesus was a radical man.  
He chose a peaceful way 
· and chose simple people, fishermen, as his friends and companions.  
Some of his companions were women which was unusual in his day.  
He challenged the authorities.
We’re going to watch some more about that now.  
This part of the programme deals with the people Jesus wanted to help: 
· people who were sick; 
· people who were outcasts of society; 
· people who were excluded by the religious authorities of the time.  
We pick it up with Jesus’ healing people and one example in particular.
It’s a story comes from John’s Gospel”

2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralysed. 5One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ 7The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.’ 8Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.

Son of God. Part 2 “The Mission” 21.20 to 32.30
Let me highlight these things from the video:
· Jesus’ mission was peaceful – other so called messiahs had lead armed uprisings; the Romans occupying the Holy Land at the time were far from peaceful.
· Jesus’ mission was radical and challenged the authorities – he mixed with women, tax-collectors, prostitutes and the sick – people the authorities said were far from God.  Jesus was concerned for the people that most people rejected and despised.

· Jesus broke down the boundaries of society and social conventions by mixing with such people.  He chose a tax-collector as one of his disciples.  And his close friend, Mary Magdalene may have been a prostitute.
· Jesus taught that people could have direct, personal access to God.  They did not need to go through the complicated, exclusive religious practice of the time.
