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Genesis 3

Jesus the Son of God

Genesis logo
Introduction

This evening we are going to think about love.

Then about Jesus being the Son of God.

We’ll reflect on Jesus’ death and what that means.

We’ll look briefly at his birth.

And then we’ll consider what all that means for us.

If all that sounds a bit heavy, here’s a joke:

A man, his wife, and mother-in-law went on vacation to the Holy Land. While they were there the mother-in-law passed away. The undertaker told them, "You can have her shipped home for $5,000, or you can bury her here in the Holy Land for $150.00." The man thought about it and told him he would just have her shipped home. The undertaker asked, "Why?" Why would you spend $5,000 to ship your mother-in-law home, when it would be wonderful to spend only $150.00?"  The man said, "A man died here 2000 years ago, he was buried here and three days later he rose from the dead.  I just can't take that chance."

Love

Who do you love most in the world?  
Love is our theme this evening.  
I imagine that love is central to your life: 
· the people you love and the people who love you.  
Love gives meaning to my life.  
It’s a mysterious and wonderful thing.  
Difficult to define and pin down – 
· like faith.

Love is why I’m a Christian – 
· because, for me, love is the heart of Christianity.  
“God is love” as the Bible tells us and when we love we are close to God.
What kind of love am I talking about?

Kiss image

A conversation between a mother and her son went like this:

“Why does your girlfriend love you?”  

“She thinks I’m handsome, talented, clever and a good dancer.”  

“And why do you love her?”  

“She thinks I’m handsome, talented, clever and a good dancer.”  
Not that kind of love!

Another story is one some people say describes the way God loves the world.

Surgeon image
A surgeon is operating on a patient.  
It’s a long and complicated, life-threatening operation.  
Even after 9 hours of surgery there is still some way to go with the operation.  
The surgeon has to continue working otherwise the patient will die.  
So the surgeon continues.  
Another hour passes.  
And another.  
Now the surgeon is exhausted.  
He would love to sit down and rest, but he knows that if he stops working the patient will die.  
So again he continues. 
More time passes until at last the operation is complete and the patient is safe.  
The surgeon is exhausted.  
All his energy is spent and he staggers out of the operating theatre and collapses into the arms of a colleague.
It’s that kind of love that we’re interested in this evening.  
Love that gives itself.  
Love that sacrifices itself.  
The love of God. 
The image is of heart surgery.  
It’s a powerful image for God since God’s love operates in our hearts.


Jesus the Son of God

Christ icon/Son of God
The title for this evening is Jesus Son of God.  
The subject is what do Christians believe about Jesus?  
What does it mean to call him the Son of God?  
It is the same topic as the love I’ve described.  
At the heart of the Christian faith is a love story.  
It’s a story about God’s love for humanity.  
A love so strong that God gives Godself to us. 
Christ icon/ John 3.16
Christianity makes a remarkable claim: 
· that when we look at Jesus we see what God is like.  
Christians say that God became a person here on earth and that person was Jesus.
Laughing Christ/ Hart and Colossians quote
This is a grand claim. 
For some people it’s unbelievable.  
It’s not easy to explain how it’s possible.  
It’s a unique claim among the wonderful religions of the world.  
But it seems to be what happened.  
Last week we thought about the kind of person Jesus was: 
· the way Jesus lived, 
· the people he mixed with and his message. 
In the Gospel stories, people meet Jesus.  
They have such an overwhelming experience that they ask who is this person?  
When someone is healed, people ask where does such power come from?  
Jesus tells people their sins are forgiven.  People ask who is this person who can forgive sins?  
People recognise in Jesus a special God-revealing quality.  
“He is the image of the invisible God”.  
I was talking to some teenagers recently about all this.  
One of them suggested that Jesus is an advert for God.  
We’re surrounded by adverts, so perhaps it’s a good modern description.  
We’re surrounded by adverts for cars, clothes, furniture, shops – 
· trying to persuade us to choose this or that lifestyle.  
Jesus is like that.  
He persuaded people to adopt a certain lifestyle – 
· of loving God and loving other people as you love yourself.  
But there’s a significant difference.  
Adverts are detached from the real world.  
They show idealized images: 
· beautiful people, enhanced by computer; 
· perfectly happy families; 
· and Hong Kong’s best: residential apartments advertised with images of chateaus by the Mediterranean! 
Jesus isn’t just an advert.  
Jesus is the real thing.  
A real person, not just a glossy image.

We find this God-revealing quality throughout Jesus’ life.  
Last week we looked at the kind of person Jesus was.  
He was particularly concerned that all people can be close to God, 
· even the outcasts of society.  
He loved and accepted all people.

But Jesus shows us most clearly what God is like in the way he died.  

The Spanish Crucifixion image

Death and crucifixion

Jesus died.  
His death was awful.  
On a cross with nails through his hands and feet.  
Naked and alongside criminals.  
Before that he had been beaten and whipped and humiliated.  

Crucifixion was a horrible and cruel way to die – slow painful, and humiliating.  
What went through the minds of those who suffered in this way is awful to contemplate.  
Unable to move your arms and legs; 
· unable to provide for yourself the slightest relief from the flies, the thirst, or the muscle cramps 
· and knowing that all you can do is wait to die is quite unspeakable.

The historical facts are that Jesus was killed by the Romans because he was a trouble maker.  
The Roman ruler, Pontius Pilate, feared another uprising, another revolution 
· so had no hesitation in getting rid of the leader.  
And you ripped the heart out of any new movement or revolution by publicly killing the ring leader.
Then, as now, the world was governed by power politics.  
It’s remarkable then that God’s nature is revealed in weakness, in death, rather than in strength.

There’s lots of detail about Jesus’ death on the “Son of God” DVD.

He Qi Crucifixion 
Christians have built theories around Jesus’ death. 
Theories about why he died and what his death achieved. 
I’ll review two of them briefly and then share what I believe about Jesus’ death. 

One theory is the cosmic battle between good and evil; between God and the devil.  
The idea is that through the death of Jesus God defeats the devil.  
It’s a kind of divine Star Wars.  
The cosmic battle between good and evil is a popular idea.  
Not only in Star Wars, but in Lord of the Rings and many other fantasy books and films. 
And this theory of what Jesus’ death does was popular in the first millennium.
But as society changed another theory became popular.  
The theory that Jesus’ death pays a debt.  
In this theory God loves us, but God also demands justice.  
Humans have rebelled against God.  
Humans have rejected God.  
And the price of that is death.  
And God’s justice demands that price be paid.  
But God in his love has given us a loop hole.  
The death of Jesus pays that price for us.  
Jesus pays the price for our rebellion.  
And God’s justice is satisfied.

I find those theories disturbing.  
The battle between God and the devil requires a devil figure as powerful as God.  
And I don’t believe in a traditional devil figure like that.  
Evil is a powerful force in many situations, 
· but the idea that God has to slug it out with some rival is the stuff of fantasy stories.  

The debt theory is disturbing because of what its say about God.  
It suggests that God is a tyrant who demands justice.  
But what sort of justice is someone else dying in my place?

My belief about Jesus’ death is much simpler.  
Like the whole of his life, Jesus’ death shows us God’s love.  
In his life, Jesus taught people about God’s love.  
He welcomed and befriended people.  
The world though finds such love and truth very difficult to handle.  
People usually reject the challenge of such deep love and they try to destroy it.  
So Jesus was killed.

It’s happened to other loving and peaceful people too: 
Ghandi and Martin Luther King Jr images
Crucially, Jesus didn’t change course before he died.  
He could have run away; 
· gone into retirement; 
· stopped causing trouble.  
But God doesn’t run away from us.  
Jesus saw his task through to the end.  
And so he shows us the extent of God’s love for us.  
Love that sacrifices everything.  
Love that gives even to death.

Tortured Christ image

The Brazilian sculptor Guido Rocha depicted his own experience of torture in this powerful sculpture.  
Yet it is a symbol of hope.  
Here was a human being who endured the fiercest torments, 
· but still remained fully human right to the end, 
· and so fulfilled his mission of love.  
Jesus’ life, message and death are a whole.
What do we find when we look at Jesus? 
God who wants to communicate with us; 
· to be in communion with us.  
God is not a distant god who has created the world and left us to get on with it.  
God is intimately involved with the world; 
· who sustains the world with love.  
God is not a traditional, distant Father in heaven; 
· but a modern father closely involved with the lives of his children.
Birth and Incarnation

The theological word for this is Incarnation.  
The idea that God has become a person.  
That of course begins with Jesus’ birth.  
We’ll spend some minutes now looking at his birth.

St. John’s nativity window

Jesus was born.  
It’s Christmas time.  
Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem where Mary gives birth to a baby boy and they call him Jesus.  
Strange and wonderful things happen.  
There’s a star in the sky which wise men follow to find this baby.  
Shepherds see angels who tell them to look for the baby, the Saviour of the world.

We call this the Incarnation.  
This is where God’s life on earth begins.  
Just like our own life: 
· as a weak, helpless baby – 
· dependent on other people for all its needs.  
This is a crucial connection between us and Jesus.  
Jesus went through the experience of birth like all of us: 
· slimy; bloody; painful for his mother; and dangerous.  
In those days there were no modern hospitals.  
Tradition says Jesus was born in a stable, surrounded by animals. 
Not in the palace of a king with doctors on hand.

What does this tell us about God?  
It tells us about the kind of God we have.  
God who takes huge risks for our sake.  
God who was born in a place of poverty; not a place of great wealth and grandeur.  
God who is prepared to give up godly power and be limited as a human baby.

A short aside now: 
· the fancy bits of the story aren’t the crucial bit.  
I mean the packaging, the wrapping: 
· the star in the sky; 
· the wise men (who we normally think of 3 Kings); 
· angels in the sky; 
· even Mary being a virgin.  
All that is to illustrate the crucial part, the moral of the story

We could spend a lot of time thinking about the details of each story.  
That’s a good thing to do, but for this evening let’s strip away the details: 
Chinese Nativity
The details are less important than the moral of the story, 
· the meaning behind the details.  
And the meaning of Jesus’ birth is God becoming like us.  
I struggle with the idea of a virgin birth.  
But for me it’s not a crucial part of the story.  
We can think of it like this.  
The first Christians knew that Jesus’ birth was important.  
So they told the story in ways that showed its importance.  
What could be more important than a virgin birth?
But more of that kind of thing when we look at the Bible next week.

Jesus’ birth tells us about God.  
What does Jesus’ birth tells about ourselves? 
It tells us about the value of each one of us.  
By becoming a person, God shows us the dignity of being a person.  
The story tells us of the inner value each of us has – 
· a value we have as God’s children.  
Significance for us now
Its time to focus on our part in the story.  
This is the final part of what I want to say this evening.  
How you noticed that we are crucial to this story about God?
For this final part we’ll look at one of Jesus’ most famous stories and then I’ll make 3 points about the significance for us now.

One of Jesus’ best stories is the Prodigal Son.  A father has two sons.  One of the sons decides to take his share of the family wealth and leave home.  He goes abroad and spends his money on wine, women and song.  Soon all his money has gone and has to work on a farm to survive.  He then realises that he can go home and ask his father to forgive him.  As he is traveling home, his father sees him and rushes out to meet him.  His father greets him with a loving embrace and welcomes him home with a great party.
The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt
This is Rembrandt’s painting of the return of the prodigal son.

The story is a wonderful summary of the whole Christian story.  
Its traditional name is the Prodigal Son, 
· but a better name is the Forgiving Father.  
We are the son that goes off by himself.  
Then comes to his senses and returns to his father.  
God is the father who loves his son so much that he forgives all and welcomes us home.

The significance for us now?

The first point starts with something negative about us.  
We know that life is a struggle by ourselves.  
Like the son in the story: alone and far from home.  
It’s a struggle because we tend to be self-centred people.  
When we’re honest with ourselves we know how selfish we can be.  
And we know that that selfishness plays havoc with our relationships and the way we live.  
On a bigger scale it plays havoc with national and international relationships too.
But God’s love and forgiveness help us in very real ways.  
That love and forgiveness save us from the innate selfishness that dominates who we are.  
There’s a powerful story about forgiveness you may know.  
Leonard Wilson was a Bishop.  
But before that he had been a prisoner of war in Singapore.  In the prison he was beaten and humiliated by a Japanese Officer.  He survived the war and years later was faced with the Officer wanting to become a Christian.  As a bishop he was his job to confirm the Officer and welcome him into God’s family – literally laying hands on him to confirm him.  Somehow he was able to forgive what had happened in the prison.
The second point stems from that forgiveness.  
Jesus gives a way to live that is the way to peace.  
Both peace within and peace in our relationships and in the world…  
In his teaching Jesus stresses certain things.  
He attaches great importance to simplicity of life, rather than possessions. 
He teaches us to share what we have with those in need .  
He urges forgiveness and reconciliation, even loving our enemies.

He reminds us of the shortness of life, the preciousness of the present day, 
He teaches us to trust in God’s love at all times.
The final point I’ve talked about already.  
Our value comes from God’s love for us.  
Not from what we wear or what we look like.  
Not from our work or what we do.  
Not from the type of car we drive or how much we earn.  
Not from how much we can buy or consume.  
Not from what other people think of us.  
Your true value comes from God who loves you more than you can possibly imagine.  
It’s a deep value that lasts for ever.
